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to make his choice among the three inevitable
courses, and each chose the Northern side. At
once the question of the moment was whether the
new Secretary of State and his powerful hench-
men would hypnotize the President.
For a couple of weeks the issue hung in the bal-
ance. Then there appeared at Washington com-
missioners from South Carolina "empowered to
treat . . . for the delivery of forts . . . and
other real estate" held by the Federal Government
within their State. On the day following their
arrival, Buchanan was informed by telegraph that
Anderson had dismantled Fort Moultrie on the
north side of the harbor, had spiked its guns, and
had removed its garrison to the island fortress,
Sumter, which was supposed to be far more de-
fensible. At Charleston his action was interpreted
as preparation for war; and all South Carolinians
saw iu it a violation of a pledge which they believed
the President had given their congressmen, three
weeks previous, in that talk which had not been
written down. Greatly excited and fearful of de-
signs against them, the South Carolina commis-
sioners held two conferences with the President on
the 27th and 28th of December. They believed
that he had broken his word, and they told him so.